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No. XXVIII. 



Hoc volo, fie jubco, fit pro ratione voluntas.. 



Jhv. Sat. 6. 



J. NT my laft, I attempted to make fome obfervationson 
one or two of the arguments ufed by Mr. Pitt, in his 
Speech of the 3.1ft of January laft, and now mean to 
hazard a few more remarks upon ether points, which he - 
there feemed to have relied upon. 

Mr. Pitt argues that the fetrlement of 1 782,. was not' 
a finaladjuftment in itfelf, nor was it fo confidcredto be, 
either by the Minister, or Parliaments concerned in ef- 
fecting it ; that danger lurks in the imperfect ftate of that 
adjuftment-;, and that there are but two pofiible methods 
of removing that danger — Commercial Compact, or 
Legislative Union. • The former having been tried, has 
failed,, and therefore he fays nothing can remain but 
the latter. 

As a great perfonage,,. to whom this kingdom ftands 
deeply indebted, has lately committed himfelf on this 
fubject, with Mr. Pitt, one, whofe words long fince ut- 
tered officially in "Parliament, as a Minifter of the 
Crown, he has ungeneroufly, in his abfence,, but- vain- 
ly, endeavoured to (hew,- are contradictory to his.pro- 
fent conduct; it will be thelefs neceflary to dwell long 
upon it, becaufe it is probable it will be much more ably 
difcufled than lean pretend to do. 

■§'Mr. Pitt fays — " But to call that a ftftem in itfelf,"- 
whicli wasno more than the mere demolition of another 
fyftem,- could only be the effect of great mifconception, 
or great hypocrify. We boaft that we have done every 
thing, when we have merely deftroyed a fyftem, with- 
out fubftituting any thing in. its place." Abstractedly 
to affert, that the deftru&ion of one fyftem, muft 
mean, ex vi termini, the creation of another, moft un- 
doubtedly would be grofsly abfurd. But if the particu- 
lar cafe on which Mr. Pitt was reafoning, has no rela- 
tion to fuch an abftract proposition, then-it was uncan- 
did to infmuate its application.. There was no kind of 
neceffity for fubftituting any thing in the inftance before 
him, in order to create a fyftem, for all that was there 
requifite, was the removal of an unjuft and tyrannical 
impediment, interpofed to prevent the operation of a. 
fair and liberal fyftem, which was pre-exifting, and the 
very a'ct.which deftroyed that impediment, did of itfelf 
tevive the fyftem. That a fyftem (applying the word 
to the point Mr. Pitt was debating) involves the consi- 
deration of conftitutional and commercial adjuftments, 
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muft "be admitted. Now, that ! he radical destruction, 
of v/hatever, fo long n-s it exilU-d, tendered the confti- 
tuticn of Ireland a nullity, was n coinplcat reftoration 
of that constitution, and therefore to all intents and 
purpofes, a final adjuftment with refpect to conftitution; 
and, that it was fo considered by the parties engaged in 
the frttlement of 1782, is net only true in itfelf, but 
appears from Mr. -Pitt's own (hewing. J He fays, "A 
meflage. was fent to the Parliament of Ireland, recom- 
mending the adoption of feme plan, for a final adjuft- 
ment between the two countries, and wifhing to know 
what were the grounds of the grievances of which they 
ccmplained. In anfwer, the Parliament ftated as 
the principal grievance, the power claimed "by the Par- 
liament of Great Britain of making, laws for them, 
but were filent as to the meafures for final adjuftment." 
The attainment, the full and final attainment, of a free 
conftitution, was the great object of the Irifh . Parlia- 
ment,- a-ndwhen they received a meflage, directing them 
to point out the road through which they were to arrive 
at this their great defideratum r what does Mr. Pitt fay- 
was their conduct? They ftated that grievance, the 
existence of which kept their conftitution in abeyance, 
and we're filent as to any thing further. And why filent ? 
Tfe(?anf/» mnfl- "Uulmifly they underftood themfelves, and 
meant- to convey as their anfwer,- that the removal of 
the grievance then mentioned,; was tantamount, pa-/*, 
to- a plan for a final, conftitutional adjuftment. Is it 
poflible iodevife any other cnufe for a filence on a fub- 
ject that implicated every important confideration in 
the very thing they -had ufed fuch exertions to obtain, 
which they were then defired to mark out, and which 
they knew could not then be with-held from" them. This 
anfwer was taken as fufficient to the thing recommended 
by the British Parliament, who had received a fimilar 
meflage, and they repealed the aft complained ofj-thus 
acquiefcing in... the idea, that removing the grievance 
which kept the conftitution of Ireland in bondage, was 
adopting a plan for a final adjuftment, fo far as conftitu- 
tion was involved between the two countries. § But he 
fays, " An addrefs to his Majefty to take fuch further 
meafures for Strengthening the connexion of thefe king- 
doms, as Should feem proper to him, was prefented by 
the British Houfe of Commons." Whether thefe additi- 
onal meafures were to be conftitutional or commercial, 
let '"afts declare. If they appear to have been commer- 
cial only, then, it is but fair to conclude, that the quef- 
tion of conftitution was confuiered to have been pre- 
viously and finally adjufted. Mr. Pitt admits that no 
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'nn fnc'Afm\ u-.C'.'utat'j-orir-.'.l has h:-cn taken of the nature 
alluda! to i'.*- j '<■ i.i-iirrji, ilwfo latter worJs arc an infidious 
comnii.'iu o' i;is him to point tiiefemeafures to a certain 
purpo'fe, lii in !\aiii\ nothing definite in theirnature 
was uthjr fp.cilicd or alluded • to. But let him 
tell tis who lias fo much as even fuggefted, that 
any further conftitutional adjuftment was neceffary to 
ilrcnFthtii the two countries:, from that time to this, 
of his attempting to efhiblim that demolished fyflem 
(to ufe his own words) * " which before held the two 
countries together." But is not the negative proof dedu- 
cible from, the cohftant filence obferved as to any necef- 
fity for further conftitutional arrangement, but much 
more the pofitive evidence of Mr. Pitt's own conduct) 
in bringing forward his commercial proportions in three 
■years afterwards, abundantly Sufficient to afcertain what 
the further meafures meant by the addrefs were. How 
•can fo wife a minister as Mr. Pitt is, reconcile his know- 
ledge that the adjustment between thefe countries was 
not'mcrely not final, but even " infufficient to preferve a 
connexion effential to the interefts of both," with his 
remaining for fitch a feries of years a quiet fpectator cf 
fo imperfect arid probably destructive a fituatidn of their 
affairs. The fydem that was demolished, which Mr. 
Pitt afferts, " held the two countries together," was the 
power Great Britain pofftffed of legislating for and rul- 
ing this kingdom as ilie thought fir, and how far fuch . 
« bond of Union can be advantageous to lioland, her 
flourishing condition when the tv/o countries were fo 
held together, and the rapid decline (he has fuffered Since 
they ceafed to be fo, arc the beft oommo.»*e. tk«i fyT 
tern however has been demolished, and Mr. Pitt, in Ja- 
nuary la ft, faid, there ivas no fyjiem to hold the countries 
together, "for it would be great mifebneeption, or great 
hypocrify to call that a fyflem which was only the demo- 
lition of another fyflem," fo that, during the laft feven- 
teen years, thisgreateft of all prime ministers has with 
moft lucky negligence fuffered mere accident to hold 
thefe kingdoms together, and at the end of that period, 
■with a degree of wifdom that was well woith the time 
it.cofi in acquiring. He tells us, that " the J mutual 
fafety of both depends on their being Strictly and cordi* 
ally united." Mufi not Mr. Pitt therefore admit that 
the fettlement of 1 782 was a final adjuftment, requiring 
nothing more than fome fuborciinate arrangements, or 
mud he not be driven (even by his own affections) to the 
neceflity of accounting for his conduct as a m'mifter, in 
feeing and fuffcring 1 7 years of the mofl imminent 
and deadly hazard to the very exiflence of the empire 
toelapfe without an effort to guard againft it. 
Can it be neceffary to reply, to his affertion that the com- 
mercial propofitions, as a planof final adjustment, having 
failed, that therefore no commercial compact can ever be 
established between the two countries : Its falfehood and 
abfurdity are too glaring. The reafons for which they 
were rejected, the folly of fuppoSing Mr. Pitt the only 



man existing who could form regulations of* a comfliCr'a 
cial nature for thefe kingdoms, and the T.onfe nfe of ad- 
vancing the utter impoffibility of devifuig any but thofe 
already propofed, are fo obvious, as not toefcapethe 
flighteft obfei vation. But it may not be amifs to re- 
mark, that his fuffcring commei cial adjuftment to takes 
peaceable nap of 14 years duration, along with the confti- 
tiitional'adjuftment which lay down to fleep three years 
before it, if it proves any thing, it muft be either the 
moft culpable neglect in Mr. Piit, or that he did. riot in 
reality confidcr them finally unfenled, or elfe that he did 
not imagine them to be of that vital importance he now 
States them to be. I might indeed Tuppofc one other 
motive, but that his tender and -parental regard for the 
interefts of this kingdom foibids us to imagine it, is that he 
would forbear from awakening them until he thought 
they might recvG to rt Store that demolifhed fyftem, 
"which before held .thefe countries, together."" Mr. 
Pitt afferts (and that affertion precludes all occaSion for 
proof) that "a * comprint .between the two legislatures 
has been tried and found impracticable". He fays too, that 
commercial jealoufies, may, and muft arife between 
thefe kingdoms, though hitherto they have not arifen ; 
and although it is manifeft - that nothing can caufe 
them but the commercial profperity of Ireland. He 
infifts that the only pcjfible way to prevent the birth of 
thefe commercial jealoufies, is for Ireland to furrender 
all thofe fjtparate conftitutional rights which fhe now 
poffeffes, declaring at the fame time they have not yet 
been finally adjuftcd, even although for 17 years he 
acted as if the adjuftment had been final. Is there. a 
man existing, .Handing without the limits of Mr. Pitt's 
influence, who could ferioufly maintain, that admitting 
commercial jealoufies "may arife between two nations, 
that not merely the beft, but the only poffibh %Oay of obvi- 
ating them, and establishing " a_ fotid permanent con- 
nexion between fuch countries," is for the weaker of 
them to veft in the Stronger, the actual, though not no- 
minal right of difpofing of her interefts and concerns 
at her difcretion, 'without appeal or remedy. If fuch a 
pofition can be once eftablifhed, it muft indeed be readi- 
ly admitted, that it will prove a ceitain way to prevent 
at leaft commercial jealoufies, and furely of all mankind, 
a native of this kingdom muft be amorigft the forcmoft 
in acknowledging on the Strongest of allpoffible grounds 
—former experience— that fuch means are fully com- 
petent to the production of fuch an effect. Who will fay 
that there can be no complete final adjuftment between 
thefe countries, until Ireland" fubmtts her feparate inte- 
refts (and \ Mr. Pitt admits there may be Separate inte- 
refts attached to each kingdom) to the protecting care 
■ of the Bririfh parliament, thus enabling them to exert 
the magnanimity he boaSts fo much of, in nobly neglect- 
ing their own, when they come in collision with thofe 
of Ireland. 

Mr. Pitt now proceeds to his terrific instances of th* 
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regency, andthe rights of this country on queftioris of 
peace- and war. Thefe bug-bears are eafily, and indeed 
havebeen nioft amply, (tripped of all the dangers they 
were capable of holding out againft the great interefts 
of the empire. He concludes this head with a long 
fhing'bf queries, grounded on cafes he fuppofes podible 
to arife. The 1 anfwer to them all is (Tiort and plain. 
They may all readily be provided againft without having 
recourfe to his cn'y means. Tt would indeed require no 
very great (hare of ingenuity to' fuppofe imaginable 
cafes, on -which the two nations might differ as much 
after a Legiflative Union as before it, even although 
we might fuppofe all the non-refident members (as well 
Lords as Commoners) agreeing unanimoufly with the 
Britifli ; or even although we fuppofed, what is much 
more difficult to imagine, that they unanimoufly dif- 
fented from them ; we might fuppofe the confequence 
of fitch a difference would be, if not finally adjufterl, 
rnoft probably juft then what fuch a difference would be 
juflr now— ruin to both. Yet we, can fuppofe too, that 
the probability of that ruin would be leffened by the 
very cireumftance of the independence of both nations. 
There is however, one cafe indeed, which wc cannot even 
fuppofe the exiftence of, and that is the total prevention of 
all poilibility of any two nations differing to their own 
deftruSion, or of the inhabitants of different parts of 
the fame nation cutting one anothers throats ; this lat- 
ter cafe has exhibited the pcffibility of its frequent re- 
currence, even in the hallowed an.d -happy land of 
Great Britain, and yet eftablifhes nothing more than 
the impoflibility of rendering any human inftitution 
completely perfecL 

HIBERNICUS. 



The Thirly-fecond Chapter of the Booh of Chronicles 

OF THE 

KINGS OF ENGLAND. 



i. iiND it came to p.ifs in the thirty-ninth year of 
the reign of George the third, king of England, and 
in the fourth month, that William, the chief counsellor, 
flood before him, and faid :— 

2. O king, live for ever ! behold the war which you 
havebeen long engaged in againft the G aids, has waflcd 
the trcafures of your kingdoms, fpilled the blood of 
your fubje£ts, and laid proftrate thoufands of your young 
nielli 



3. Ariel you well know yoii are king over a people 

wh.i dwell in the land of Erin, who are poffeffed of a 

harp which is kept in their chief City,' to the mufic of 

. which they have fung, and they have danced. They 

have waxed rich, and do make merry. 

4. Now if we could prevail on tlie people of this 
land; to bring their harp to our chief city* and with it 
feme of their nobles and fomo of their people : Then 
would their riches be our riches, our laws would be their 
la'ws> our taxes would be their taxe?j and we fliould be 
as one people; 

5. And the king apfwered and faid;, how fliall we do 
this thing ? Is not their harp guarded by fierce wolf* 
dogs of their own breeding, who will not fuffer any 
ftranger to come near it, and are not the people a jea- 
lous and a ftubborn people. 

6. And William faid, have riot you committed the 
government of Erin to Cornelius, a valiant man^ and a 
mighty warrior, well fkilled in the art of war* and has 
he not a youth named Robert, to fend on his errands 
and meffages, and have you not a kennel of weil-traine.cf 
bull-dogs in their chief city, ready and ftout enough to 
attack the wolf-dogs, and has he not a Cook to make fa- 
voury bits for your dogi : are not all thofe under tht 
command of the chief ruler r 

7. And' moreover} when the harp is come to our ci- 
xy, u win rj,e tuned to the bagpipe of the North, and 
the trumpet of the South, to that they will' all play 
incdnccrt together. 

8. And the kinganfwered and faid, do in this matter 
as it feemeih good unto you ; fo William prepared a 
rheffage to be fent to the nobles, and to the people of 
England, when afiembled together, on a day appointed. 

9. -And he likewife ferit to Cornelius to make a fpeech 
to the nobles, and to the people of Erin, on the fame 
day, when they were to be collected together in coun- 
cil. 

10. riowbeitj when the nobles and the people were 
met together, and Cornelius had featcd himfelf on the 
king's throne,"hc imparted to them that it was the king's 
defire, that they fliould bring their harp into his pre- 
fence. 

11. And when the nobles communed together, al- 
moft all of them agreed to the defire of the king; but 
when the people aflemhled, the wolf-dogs barked and 
growled exceedingly, fo that the bull-dogs could not 
approach the harp without great danger. 

12. And the conteft lafted from the evening of one 
day, to the middle of the next, but the conflict be/ng 



